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MISSOULA--
GAME DATES: The University of Montana Grizzlies will hit the road Saturday,
Dec. 16, for another tough contest, playing in Manhattan against 
a fine Big-Eight Kansas State University. UM returns home 





KSU is currently 5-1, with a solo loss to Oral Roberts (61-55). 
Northern Colorado is 1-4, with three games left on a seven-game 
road trip. KSU has one game before playing UM, while UNC has 
three.
Saturday's game in Manhattan begins at 7:35 p.m. (6:35 p.m. 
Mountain), while the UM-UNC game begins at 8 p.m. There is 
no preliminary game scheduled Tuesday evening prior to the 
varsity contest.
Coach Mike Montgomery is 3-3 in his first year as head coach 
at UM, KSU's Jack Hartman has a career record of 452-184, 
and was 18-11 last year. Bear coach Thurm Wright was 11-15 
last season is 110-138 overall.
This is KSU and UM's first meeting, while UNC holds a 2-0 
advantage, including a 76-75 victory over the Grizzlies last 
year.
TENTATIVE STARTERS: MONTANA
Blaine Taylor, 6-1, So.
Tim McCauley, 6-1, 170, Jr. 
John Stroeder, 6-10, Jr. 
Allan Nielsen, 6-6, Sr. 
Craig Henkel, 6-7, Sr.
KANSAS STATE
Guard Glenn Marshal 1~, '5-11, Jr. 
Guard Rolando Blackman, 6-6, So.
Center Steve Soldner, 6-7, Sr.
Forward Jari Wills, 6-7, Jr. 
Forward Ed Nealy, 6-7, Fr.
NORTHERN COLORADO
D, J. Boyfair, 6-2, Jr. Guard
Perry McGill, 5-10, Sr. Guard
Randy Goss, 6-11, So. Center
Robert Skinner, 6-6, Jr. Forward
Rich Lange, 6-6, Jr. Forward
TEAM STATS: The KSU Wildcats, which play their home games at Aheran Field
House (10,200), are led by Guard Rolando Blackman, who is 
averaging 16.2 points a game. Blackman was converted to guard 







Three other Wildcat players score in double figures. Ed 
Nealy (15.0), Steve Soldner (11.0) and Jari Wills (10.3) all 
are capable of scoring. Nealy is the top rebounder (8.8).
UNC's leading scorers are Robert Skinner and Rodney Smith, who 
are averaging 16.4 and 11.6 points, respectively. Skinner is 
averaging 10 rebounds a game to lead the Bears.
Turnovers are hurting the Bears. In five games they have 131, 
including 36 in one game. They are scoring 65 points a game, 
compared to their opponents' 79.2.
Bill Schwanke of KYLT-AM radio (1340) will call the play-by- 
play in both UM games. Air time for the game in Manhattan is 
6:20 p.m., while the UM-UNC show starts at the usual 7:45 p.m. 
with the pregame highlights.
The Grizzlies returned to the friendly confines of Adams 
Field House last Monday evening, Dec. 11th, and won their 
third home game in as many outings, with a 65-52 win over the 
University of Pacific. It evens UM's record to 3-3.
Junior center John Stroeder led the Grizzlies in scoring for 
the fifth time in six games with 21 points, while Allan Nielsen 
was the top rebounder with nine. Nielsen chipped in 17 points, 
and Craig Henkel added 10 points and seven rebounds.
"Our front-line played very well," said assistant coach Stew 
Morrill. "Several of the kids we need production from came 
through. The guards also looked a lot better. They only had 
five turnovers in the first half against Pacific, and that's 
a big improvement."
"We don't know that much about Kansas State yet, except they 
beat Minnesota and some other good teams. We've got a scouting 
report coming in on them today (Tuesday) or Wednesday.
Northern Colorado is having a tough time, but they have a 
couple of very good players."
After Tuesday's game against UNC, UM will have a break until 
Dec. 27th, when Fresno State University comes to town. After 
that the Grizzlies will go to Billings to play in the K0A 
Classic, hosted by UM. Other teams competing include Fullerton, 
LaSalle and Portland University. The tourney is Dec. 29-30.
m
